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  Year 2 Christingles 
 
Year 2 had a very special visit from Reverend Brett to learn about the           
symbolism of Christingles for our RE topic on the importance of, " How and 
why light is important at Christmas". The children asked great questions and 
created beautiful Christingles to take home with a little safety reminder, they 
were to look at and not light. Mrs Butler 
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As Advent begins, so does the start 

of Christmas at St Anne's. The      

twinkling of lights and patter of tiny 

elf feet are making the classrooms 

feel festive 

Our St. Anne’s Christmas tree 

is shining bright in St. Anne’s 

church. If you are visiting 

Christmas Town over the next 

few days please pop in to the 

church to take a look. Each 

class have made their own 

decoration to represent the 

theme of ‘Joy.’  
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Year 4 Science Visit to St John’s 
 
Dressed in lab coats and safety goggles, we stepped into the world of science and were   
introduced to the fascinating equipment found in a laboratory. Our enquiry focused on    
acids in everyday kitchen products—those sharp, sour tastes we sometimes notice in food. 
 
Using a pestle and mortar, we ground red cabbage in water and were amazed to see the 
liquid turn blue. This became our very own indicator, helping us detect acids. We tested  
familiar household items such as lemon juice, toothpaste, vinegar, and baking soda. To our 
excitement, the indicator changed colour—turning pink or red when acids were present. 
We discovered that lemon juice and vinegar are acidic, while others were not. 
 
The day was filled with curiosity, discovery, and hands-on learning. We are extremely  
grateful to the staff at St John's Catholic School & Sixth Form College for welcoming us and 
sharing the wonder of science, inspiring us to think more scientifically. 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsrc?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUSRp0eDpRlX-NUwvGAS60qXIliU4mKja1iIsUF6C6FjbdqP_wp-Ztrb42xHXRvyBg906nOH-T1SI-n9mSDfm7LK156_QohiyryVnMqmYkDPipKK3AiQN1THF1DqUHg4CrU8WsRikfZCgRDbw_O8Q-0etoaspaoC8sx9rxvyX6uwzctfvVXghoUiFSTDNyadCw&__tn__=-%5dK-
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Year 1’s Trip to Beamish 
 
What a fantastic day we’ve had! It truly was a day of two halves. As part of our history  
topic, the children learned all about toys from the past. They visited the toy shop, explored 
historical toys, and took part in a hands-on workshop. The children were full of enthusiasm 
and curiosity.  
 
The other half of our day was filled with Christmas magic. We visited Father Christmas in 
his grotto, wandered through the Elf Village (tiptoeing carefully so we didn’t disturb the 
elves!), and soaked up all the festive fun Beamish has to offer. 
 
We travelled around in style on the trams and old-fashioned buses. The conductor even 
commented on how beautifully behaved the children were , a real credit to St. Anne’s! 
 
Thank you Year 1, we’ve had a truly memorable and action-packed day! 
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Wednesday was filled with joy, laughter and plenty of dancing in EYFS. 
 
Wrapped up cosy in their Christmas pyjamas, the children collected their bells and tickets 
and hopped aboard the Polar Express for a magical journey around school. 
 
Back in the classroom/nursery, giant tracks guided the Polar Express on adventures to the 
North Pole, delivering special letters to Santa along the way. The children enjoyed writing 
their lists and cutting and sticking their wish list items.  
 
In the afternoon, the children gathered cushions and cosy blankets from around the room 
and snuggled up to watch the film. They enjoyed hot chocolate and a biscuit as a festive 
treat before heading home.  
 
What a wonderful start to the Christmas season.  
 
Thank you to the kind family who sent us Polar Express cupcakes to enjoy. 
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Early Years Visit to the Winter Wonderland 
 
A super fun and festive morning spent at Auckland Youth and Community Centre enjoying 
our annual Winter Wonderland.  
 
The children enjoyed a giant snowball fight followed by Christmas crafts, letters to Santa 
and festive biscuit decorating. 
 
They visited a magical light trail and topped off the morning with a visit from Santa himself.  
The children sang carols with Santa and chatted with him about their Christmas wishes.  
 
This event is brilliantly organised and always a big hit with our children. The children       
behaved beautifully and their manners were fabulous and even noted by Santa's elves.  
 
As a staff, we are always immensely proud to take our children out into the local           
community and represent our wonderful school.  
 
Merry Christmas and a big thank you to Santa and his elves at Auckland Youth and       
Community Centre.  

https://www.facebook.com/ayccDurham?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUIOiDBV28CoMgcZzwu7CbOGF15FcowO3dBBcKHndSDcQU3ljG5SeIhYL0SDXre7ETJ_2pZmLj5EuoiifjFt5ZvxItPb9PG-aSLpksU-0MapPgS1BvFlsbSSQXnp17tQS6rokH3rphSe5wVhfURsMOtE--iwyOEo80RQv15LaukMr6N_fpUHoFs-C5PLr57hIc&__tn__=-%5dK
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Christmas has arrived in Nursery!  
 
We have had a fantastic week celebrating, from our fabulous Polar Express day, to our 
Winter Wonderland trip, this week has been a busy one.  
 
On Wednesday Nursery and Reception enjoyed a Polar Express themed day, wearing PJ’s, 
drinking hot chocolate, watching the film and even going on a train ride through the 
school!  
 
Thursday was our trip to Winter Wonderland! We had an amazing time, with a huge  
snowball fight, crafts, and meeting the Jolly man himself!  
 
Throughout the week we have also been making lots of lovely festive crafts, including   
reindeer food for the Christmas Fayre!  
 
We look forward to another lovely week next week as the year draws to a close! 
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Year 4 Visit to Sandringham Care Home 
 
Our wonderful Year 4 pupils visited Sandringham Care Home to share the true spirit of 
Christmas. Before going, we talked about how giving isn't just about presents, it's about 
offering time, kindness and love to others.  
 
The children sang beautifully and entertained the residents with pride and respect. They 
were an absolute credit to St Anne's and brought smiles and festive cheer to everyone.  
 
A heartfelt thank you to the amazing staff at Sandringham Care Home for welcoming us so 
warmly.  
 
Together, we sprinkled a little Christmas magic into the community. 
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In support of Save the Children, we are holding our Christmas 
Jumper Day on Wednesday 10 December 2025. Donations to 
this wonderful charity can be made via our Just Giving Page  
below: 
https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fun.../
CJD250023756 
Should your child have any jumpers that they have   outgrown, 
we would welcome any donations by Friday 5 December. These 
donations will be available to anyone looking for a jumper, on 
Monday 8 & Tuesday 9 December outside the School Office. 
Thank you for your continued support 

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/CJD250023756?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwSHlQeU1kbzR1YUx1a0pqS3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5Fne5fCRW2sE6JZgO0pAtQAdY5R_BO4e2GZ7IzlILGr_F3di7vBGs0OdZswg_aem_NRb9tKncNMTgcn3HeUAdYQ
https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/CJD250023756?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwSHlQeU1kbzR1YUx1a0pqS3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5Fne5fCRW2sE6JZgO0pAtQAdY5R_BO4e2GZ7IzlILGr_F3di7vBGs0OdZswg_aem_NRb9tKncNMTgcn3HeUAdYQ
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Christmas Fayre 2025 
 
Thank you to everyone who joined us this afternoon at 
our Christmas Fayre. It was wonderful to see so many of 
you and we hope you love the items the children have 
made in class.  
 
Congratulations to our raffle winners - please see winning 
numbers below. To claim your prize, please bring your 
winning ticket to the Office from Monday. 
 
Congratulations to Henry in Year 4 who won the Poké-
mon! It is waiting in class for you. 
 
Thank you to all the staff and children for their hard work 
in making our Christmas Fayre so special. Special noted 
thank you to Mrs Davidson and Vicky. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support 
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Reception 95.33% 

Year 1 99.67% 

Year 2 94.67% 

Year 3 95.52% 

Year 4 98.12% 

Year 5 97.10% 

Year 6 96.84% 

Weekly class attendance……..  

1 to 5 December 2025 
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Nursery Zac for growing in confidence and lovely singing in Nativity     

practice 

Reception Citizen All of Reception for representing school with excellent behaviour 

and wonderful manners 

Year 1 Citizen Whole of Year 1 

Year 1 Maths Ivy 

Year 1 English Chester 

Year 2 English Harry F and Alex H 

Year 2 Maths Annielou 

Year 2 Citizen Logan 

Year 2 Values Oliver 

Year 3 Citizen Eliza 

Year 3 Maths Hannah 

Year 3 English Robin 

Year 4 Citizen Maddy 

Year 4 Maths Niamh 

Year 4 English Oliver 

Stars of the Week 
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Wednesday 10 December 2025  
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Polite reminder that children who have vomited or have had          

diarrhoea should remain off school for 48 hours from the last epi-

sode.  This is to ensure your child is fully fit before returning to 

school and also to help stop the spread of illness to children and 

staff. Thank you 

Medication 

Please ensure that all medication, including over the counter medication is taken 

to the School Office each day and the appropriate form is completed.  No         

medication should be placed in your child’s bag or lunch box.  This will ensure that 

the medication is managed correctly and is not accessed by another child. 

Polite reminder that no dogs should be brought onto school 

property including those being carried.   

Thank you 



Head Teacher: Mrs S Binks   Minds to learn hearts to care. 

 



Head Teacher: Mrs S Binks   Minds to learn hearts to care. 

 



Head Teacher: Mrs S Binks   Minds to learn hearts to care. 

 



Head Teacher: Mrs S Binks   Minds to learn hearts to care. 

 



Head Teacher: Mrs S Binks   Minds to learn hearts to care. 

 

As a school, we are working with Durham County Council and the FISO Programme to 
provide support for families within our school community. As a result, we have been 
allocated a Financial Inclusion Support Officer, Julia Waterhouse, who can offer advice 
and support with any financial concerns. She can also offer full welfare benefit checks 
and assist with applying for welfare benefits, disability benefits and grants.  
 
Accessing this provision is completely confidential. If you would like your details pass-
ing on, we can do this on your behalf. Alternatively, you can arrange an appointment 
by completing the online referral form: https://doitonline.durham.gov.uk/.../
Request_for... You can also email FISO@durham.gov.uk or contact Julia on 
07386659728. 
 
Julia can also be available in school via a pre-bookable appointment if a face-to-face 
appointment is preferred. 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdoitonline.durham.gov.uk%2Fen%2Fservice%2FRequest_for_Financial_Inclusion_Support%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRklBSzhhSGVXeDQ5RHE0NwEeF9wALa0ulkNWXyVADhGUJaRoVmVIwYjkzJOftRQVp28mxa8npUrWOOsCXng_aem_RfAE6M6
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdoitonline.durham.gov.uk%2Fen%2Fservice%2FRequest_for_Financial_Inclusion_Support%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwRklBSzhhSGVXeDQ5RHE0NwEeF9wALa0ulkNWXyVADhGUJaRoVmVIwYjkzJOftRQVp28mxa8npUrWOOsCXng_aem_RfAE6M6
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Julia would like to make all parents and carers aware that the government are 

changing the eligibility criteria for free school meals in September 2026. This means 

that every family receiving Universal Credit will now qualify for free school meals. 

Even if you think you may not qualify for Universal Credit/Free School Meals it is   

always worth checking. Please contact Julia who will complete a quick, free and  

confidential welfare benefit check for you. FISO@durham.gov.uk  


