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This week, Year 4 have been acting as historians to understand the 

themes of our new class text: The  Lion and Unicorn by Shirley 

Hughes. The book tells the story of Lenny, a young boy who lived in 

London when World War II broke out. 

We have looked at artefacts and replicas from World War II, to  

investigate what life was like at the time, especially for children 

whose fathers were at war and those who were evacuated to the 

countryside. 

Year 4 have taken part in drama activities to explore the thoughts 

and feelings of the characters within the story. We have also,     

refined skills for using similes and metaphors, to write letters to 

Lenny’s father. 

As Thursday was VE Day, the class have considered the soldiers 

who fought in WW2 to be as brave as a lion, or powerful like a uni-

corn! To express our gratitude and understanding for those who 

lived and fought for our country, we created our own artwork,   

depicting a lion or a unicorn, rising from the flames and destruction 

caused by war.  A wonderful tribute to 80 years! 
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Leadership and Wellbeing Day  -  Education Enterprise 

Last Friday, four Year 5 children had the chance to attend a leadership and wellbeing day 

ran by Education Enterprise at the hub at Barnard Castle.  

They had a fabulous day in the sun. 

When they got there they were split into 4 groups, socialising, making connections & de-

veloping their leadership / teamwork skills. 

They had a go at: 

• Canoeing  

• Jacobs Ladder 

• Archery and 

• Crate Stacking  

Well done for representing our school so well. We are very proud of you!  
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Hall Hill Farm 

EYFS have had a fantastic day at Hall Hill Farm in the sunshine.  We have 

fed lots of animals and found out lots of interesting facts.  We were really 

proud of the questions that our children asked.  Their behaviour was  

amazing throughout the day and they were complimented from both of 

the farm helpers as we went around the activities.  Well done EYFS! 
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Durham Cricket Foundation 

We were very fortunate to have James join us  from 

the Durham Cricket Foundation. James delivered 

cricket taster sessions to Reception class all the way 

up to year 6. We have had a gorgeous day in the 

sun learning lots of new skills. It was great to see so 

many happy faces who were keen to join in and ask 

James lots of questions. James has given the       

children leaflets with information for their local 

cricket club and how they can get involved, simply 

scan the QR code. 

All stars cricket is aimed at children aged 5-8 and 

dynamos cricket is aimed at children aged 8-11. 

These sessions begin on Friday 9th May at Bishop 

Auckland Cricket Club.  

 

Bishop Auckland CC AllStars  
 
All Stars (5-8yrs) & Dynamos (8-11yrs) cricket       
returns to Bishop Auckland CC for the 2024 cricket 
season. If you have children interested in cricket 
then this is the place to start. No equipment     
needed and smiles on faces guaranteed  
 
Use the links below to book your place:  
All Stars  
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/.../33842d5b-75f1-4dc3-
b597... 
Dynamos 
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/.../6c28be44-b3b0-4fc4-
be28... 

https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/bishopauckland/Course/33842d5b-75f1-4dc3-b597-f0d841bda928?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwZjl6QUxJZmJ6bEl4U2hBdwEeDd9M_jNXvpe7AZGcy4xTl5LNEyxadnxYYoePW-EiBdwaUhGbC8a_7UAa9-U_aem_gfZw0G8SODdcdiOXb_K1nA
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/bishopauckland/Course/33842d5b-75f1-4dc3-b597-f0d841bda928?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwZjl6QUxJZmJ6bEl4U2hBdwEeDd9M_jNXvpe7AZGcy4xTl5LNEyxadnxYYoePW-EiBdwaUhGbC8a_7UAa9-U_aem_gfZw0G8SODdcdiOXb_K1nA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fecb.clubspark.uk%2FDynamos%2Fbishopauckland%2FCourse%2F6c28be44-b3b0-4fc4-be28-51d554cda13b%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwZjl6QUxJZmJ6bEl4U2hBdwEe4rVZ1trHuBypiD8GUWCSMpVkjoZKLfXKtqqmOfYjV2hlixTKxn2-PVdJh9U_a
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fecb.clubspark.uk%2FDynamos%2Fbishopauckland%2FCourse%2F6c28be44-b3b0-4fc4-be28-51d554cda13b%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwZjl6QUxJZmJ6bEl4U2hBdwEe4rVZ1trHuBypiD8GUWCSMpVkjoZKLfXKtqqmOfYjV2hlixTKxn2-PVdJh9U_a
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Reception Class News 

This week in maths we have been looking at numbers to 20.  

We have used cubes and ten frames to build the numbers in a practical way, showing 

the 10 and 1’s. We have had a go at writing a number sentence to represent this. 
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Parent Governor Vacancy (1) 

Date Notice Circulated to Parents: Thursday 8 May 2025  

We are extremely fortunate to have a dedicated Governing Body who take a sup-

portive and strategic lead in the development of our school. We currently have 1 va-

cancy for a Parent Governor and would welcome applications from current parents/

carers who fit the criteria below and would like to make a long-term, purposeful and 

positive contribution to our school.  

All parents other than those employed at the school for more than 500 hours per 

year or who are elected members of the Local Authority (LA) are eligible to stand for 

election.  

This includes:  

• parents of children attending nursery either full-time or part-time  

• any person who is not the natural parent but has parental responsibility for or who 

has care of a pupil registered at the school (Education Act 1996, Section 576)  

If you are interested in becoming a Parent Governor please complete a nomination 

form. Forms are available from either the school office or have been emailed home. 

The completed and duly signed nomination form should be returned to school by 

Friday 23 May 2025.  

Where the number of nominations is equal to, or fewer than, the places available no 

ballot will be necessary. Should a ballot be required each parent will be sent a voting 

form.  

When the process has been finalised school will inform the parent body via our 

newsletter, website and text. School and Governor Support Services will write for-

mally to all nominees confirming the outcome of the ballot.  

Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us at 

stannes@durhamlearning.net. 
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Can you help us on our Opal journey? (Outdoor play and learning) we are looking 

for:  

• Barbies/ dolls/ dolls clothes and accessories 

• Doll pushchairs/ prams/ carriers/ high chairs.  

• Plastic structures such as farms, dolls houses and pirate ships etc.  

• Plastic play figures and animals. 

• Camping utensils (cups and plates) for our new mud kitchen) 

• Megablocks.  

Our dinner times the last two weeks have been lovely with more for the children to 

play with. We have seen such a positive impact on their well- being. Any additions 

from the list above will be greatly received. Thank you so much for your continued 

support.  

Mrs. Tonge and Mrs. Hart. 

Can you help us on our OPAL journey?  

To enhance our ‘wheeled zone’ we are on the look out for pushchairs and prams to be 

donated to school. These could be play ones but ideally we are looking for real life child 

size ones. Maybe yourself or a family member may have an old one in a garage that is no 

longer used. Our children would love to give them some love and put them to good use. 

Huge thank you to all the staff, who came into school  yesterday to work on 

making the outside resources so amazing.  It was a very hot day, but their hard 

work has been greatly appreciated by the children, who have enjoyed playing 

with all of the new equipment today.  
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Weekly class attendance…...5 to 9 May 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 92.38% 

Year 1 89.17% 

Year 2 92.50% 

Year 3 87.92% 

Year 4 96.67% 

Year 5 95.83% 

Year 6 97.92% 
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Stars of the Week 

Reception All of Reception Class for their fantastic behaviour on our school trip 

Year 2 Citizen Louie 

Year 2 Maths Zoey 

Year 2 English Caelan 

Year 4 Citizen Joe 

Year 4 Maths Mack 

Year 4 English Ella O 

Year 5 English Freddie 

Year 5 Maths Astrid 

Year 5 Citizen Alexis 
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Please don’t forget to ask for your tokens and help us raise funds for our 

school library 
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June July August 

1 1 Sports Day 1 Holiday 

2 2 2 

3 2-3.30pm Parent Budget 
Session 

3 3 

4 4 4 Holiday 

5 5 5 Holiday 

6 6 6 Holiday 

7 7 7 Holiday 

8 8 Reception/Year 6 Beach 
Trip (details to follow) 

8 Holiday 

9 Y1 phonics screening 9 Music concert 9 

10 Year 6 Leavers Service 
Durham Cathedral (details 
to follow) 

10 Year 6 Transition Days 10 

11 11 Year 6 Transition Days  
Nursery graduation 

11 Holiday 

12 12 12 Holiday 

13 Someone Special Day 
(pm) 

13 13 Holiday 

14 14 Reports to parents 14 Holiday 

15 15 School Performance 
(further details to follow) 

15 Holiday 

16 16 School Performance 
(further details to follow) 

16 

17 17 17 

18 PD Day 18 Y6 Leavers 
Tuck Shop 

18 Holiday 

19 19 19 Holiday 

20 20 20 Holiday 

21 21 Holiday 21 Holiday 

22 22 Holiday 22 Holiday 

23 23 Holiday 23 

24 24 Holiday 24 

25 25 Holiday 25 Holiday 

26  Y1 class worship 26 26 Holiday 

27 Summer Fayre (pm) 27 27 Holiday 

28 28 Holiday 28 Holiday 

29 29 Holiday 29 Holiday 

30 Year 5 King James 30 Holiday 30 

  31 Holiday 31 

May 

1 School Closed Polling Station 

2 Y2 class worship 

3 

4 

5 Bank Holiday 

6 

7 

8 

9 Nursery & Reception Visit to 
Hall Hill Farm (details to follow) 

10 

11 

12 KS2 SATs 

13 KS2 SATs 

14 KS2 SATs 

15 KS2 SATs 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 Tuck Shop 

24 

25 

26 Holiday 

27 Holiday 

28 Holiday 

29 Holiday 

30 Holiday 

31 


